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2016 status of the
flooDplain management plan 
TO:

Shane Crawford, City Manager

FROM:

Michelle Orton, Planning and Zoning Director 
SUBJECT:
Status of the Floodplain Management Plan 
Introduction

The Madeira Beach Board of Commissioners adopted the City’s Floodplain Management Plan on February 17, 1998.  During the years there have been updates and changes.  On May 14, 2015, the Madeira Beach Board of Commissioners approved through Resolution 2015-10 the 2015 Pinellas County Local Mitigation Strategy.   The updated 2015 appendix will be reviewed by the Madeira Beach Board of Commissioners on October 11, 2016.

This memorandum serves as a progress report.  For credit under the Community Rating System, this memorandum must be distributed and made available to the public.  This notice be placed on the City’s web site informing the public that this report is available in the Madeira Beach Planning and Zoning Department.

Background

The Floodplain Management Plan was developed to identify flooding within the City of Madeira Beach.  The Plan specifically mapped locations where structures have sustained repetitive flood damage.  The Floodplain Management Plan further cited measures and activities to protect people and property in Madeira Beach. 

A review of the Plan’s action items:

1. As noted above, the Madeira Beach Board of Commissioners adopted the most recent Local Mitigation Strategy prepared by Pinellas County LMS Working Group which consist of the Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners and the City Councils of the 24 municipalities within the jurisdiction.  The LMS Working Group also receives support from the Pinellas County Planning Department and the Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council.  The plan is annually reviewed and updated by a committee of individuals representing each of the jurisdictions, including the City of Madeira Beach.

2. The City’s Capital Improvement Program is updated annually.  The program of drainage improvements is established to address problem areas and repetitive loss areas.   

3. Flood protection standards for new structures and substantially improved structures are reviewed by the Madeira Beach Building Department, prior to building permit issuance.  Renovation projects are required to provide a cost estimate of the improvement and proof of the value of the structure to ensure compliance with the 50% Rule under City’s flood plain regulations, as well as FEMA’s regulations. 

4. The “Madeira Beach Wave”, the City’s newsletter, is distributed to all residential dwellings in the City of Madeira Beach three times each year.  The City will email the newsletter to interested individuals, who may be a seasonal resident of the community. A pdf. copy of each Madeira Beach Wave is available on the City’s web site: www.madbeachevents.com/wave-newsletter/.  Each publication offers information on such topics as flood insurance, flood safety, hurricane preparedness, hiring a licensed contractor.  Pinellas County Emergency Management publishes “Pinellas County All-Hazard Guide” which provides residents with valuable information to stay safe, www.pinellascounty.org/emergency/PDF/All_Hazard_Guide.pdfl.  The St Petersburg Times often reprints such information if storm activity is imminent. The Home Page of the City of Madeira Beach’s web site allows individuals to “click” and link directly to www.FloodSmart.Gov and www.FEMA.gov.
5. The City of Madeira Beach Fire Department held a Hurricane Expo on June 29, 2016.  

6. Flood insurance and flood protection literature is kept in the lobby of the Madeira Beach City Hall located at 300 Municipal Drive and the Gulf Beaches Library located at 200 Municipal Drive, which services several of the beach communities.

7. The City of Madeira Beach has hired their own Building Official to issue building permits and inspections.  Prior to releasing the Certificate of Occupancy, the Building Department requires submittal of the Flood Elevation Certificate.  Once the project is completed, the original Certificate of Occupancy and Flood Elevation Certificate are maintained in the Building Department.  Madeira Beach files the copy of the Flood Elevation Certificate with each property address and maintains a notebook of Flood Elevation Certificates with any subsequent corrections.  Interested individuals may obtain a copy of the Flood Evaluation Certificate upon request at the Building Department or on line.
8. The City of Madeira Beach Planning and Zoning Department provide current FIRM information and answer flood questions from interested parties.  The City maintains a log of the date, request, address, and inquirer.  The City of Madeira Beach provides information pertaining to the 50% rule, the flood zone where a property may be located, as well as possible grant opportunities under FMA and SRL.

9. The City staff responds on-site to flood complaints from residents.

10. Annual all hazard emergency exercises, including flood disasters by City staff has provided opportunities to update and clarify responsibilities in the Emergency Operations Plan. 

11. The City of Madeira Beach staff works with interested repetitive loss property owners advising them of the Flood Mitigation Assistance Program (FMA) and the SRL Program (Severe Repetitive Loss) throughout the year.  A mailing was sent advising repetitive loss owners of the publications available pertaining to flood proofing and flood prevention.  The City staff works closely with residents regarding grant opportunities.  The City staff monitored the progress of several FMA funded projects in the City.

12. The City diligently follows up on all “Submit to Rate” concerns forwarded by the regional office of FEMA.  Staff has taken strict action in ensuring the flood violations are corrected.  If the situation arose where a property owner did not correct the flood violation, the City’s Special Magistrate of Code Enforcement would be able to hold a hearing and issue a code order inclusive of a running fine until the correction was made.  Failure of the property owner to pay the fine would ultimately be recorded as a lien against the property.

13. The Madeira Beach Public Works Department performs maintenance and cleaning of the City’s storm water collection and outfall system.  A maintenance log is kept.  “No dumping” signs are affixed to each catch basin in the community.  The Code Compliance Officer and several Public Works staff members have completed NPDES training.  Staff continues to monitor and advise contractors and homeowners of proper actions to avoid spills and unwanted materials from going into the city’s drainage system.  Any spills or unwanted materials, which have been illegally dumped down the storm drain system, have been handled through the code enforcement process.  City’s Special Magistrate of Code Enforcement has held hearings and issued code order inclusive of fines.   Failure of the property owner to pay the fine has ultimately resulted in a lien against the property.

14. The Madeira Beach Wave, city web site, and cable television access Channel 615 are each used to provide information to the public about this issue.  The City of Madeira Beach is a co-applicant with Pinellas County on the NPDES permit. 

Recommendation

The City of Madeira Beach should continue implementing all ongoing recommendations of the Floodplain Management Plan and coordinate with the Pinellas County LMS Working Group.
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